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Despite a big increase in the Tourism Secretariat's (Secretaria de Turismo, SECTUR) promotional
budget for 1993, fewer Mexican and US tourists visited resorts in Mexico during the first eight
months of this year compared to previous years. According to SECTUR and other tourism industry
officials, the slowdown is evident in the hotel and motel occupancy rates, down on average by
20% to 25% nationwide through August of this year. In Mexico City and the resort of Cancun,
occupancy rates have been reported at near normal levels. But the Hotel and Motel Association
(Asociacion Mexicana de Hoteles y Moteles, AMHM) reported that hotels at resorts on the Pacific
coast have registered only a 50% occupancy rate during the traditional May-August vacation period,
down from the usual 80% to 85%. Pedro Brunner Meyerhofer, vice president of tourism promotion
and development for the Confederation of National Chambers of Commerce (Confederacion
de Camaras Nacionales de Comercio, CONCANCO), blamed the drop in tourism on economic
slowdowns in both Mexico and the US. In addition, he said the strength of the US dollar in relation
to the Mexican peso has limited the number of US visitors to Mexico. Brunner said SECTUR had
hoped to boost tourism this year through an allocation of US$80 million for promotional efforts,
an increase of US$20 million over the 1992 budget. According to Brunner, many hotel operators
had been hoping to rely on high earnings during the summer season to sustain their business
through the normally slow months of September through November. However, the slow business
during the summer forced many hotels to lay off workers, especially at tourist destinations located
on the Pacific coast. For his part, AMHM president Raul Ojeda Zubieta said the organization is
working with SECTUR to attract tourists from areas other than North America, indicating that
special attention would be focused on Asian and Central American countries. Despite the tourism
slump, investment in new tourism projects continues at a fast pace. According to the National
Tourism Fund (Fondo Nacional de Turismo, FONATUR) the SECTUR division which funds tourism
development projects a total of US$10 billion is being spent on hotel construction this year, resulting
in the addition of 5,000 new rooms in Mexico. Among the new hotels either under construction or
planned for the near future are Stouffer Presidente complexes in Gudalajara and Monterrey, a Four
Seasons hotel in Mexico City, and a Fiesta Americana Costa de Oro in Veracruz. (Sources: Notimex,
08/04/93, 08/12/93, 08/14/93, 08/16/93; El Financiero International, 08/23/93)
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